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BY GARY WOLLENHAUPT

Dn a misty morning, I slipped into the passenger seat of a silver
SL55 AMG for an introductory lap around the exquisite Road
America racetrack in Elkhart Lake. Wis.

Behind the wheel was Jim Resnick, Mercedes” East Coast PR man-
ager and a former professional race driver, whose task it was to
familiarize me with the car. On the first lap, Jim showcased the car’s
capabilities on the twisting asphalt of one of the country’s premier
road courses. Road America’s long straights and sweeping turns
played to the SL55 AMG's strengths as a grand touring car, and we
hit 130 mph on the back straight. Of course I had every confidence
in Jim’s driving abilities and the car’s capabilities. As impressive as
the car’s acceleration was, the demonstration of the car’s ability to
shed speed was. quite literally. jaw dropping. The torquey 5.5-liter
supercharged V-8 burbled like a boulevard cruiser as we idled in the
pit lane to change drivers.

Now, it's my turn. After sitting in the right seat for a hot lap, I appre-
ciate the serious side bolsters that grip you in the leather seat and offer
a subtle indication of the car’s capabilities, in case you missed the
“Kompressor” badging above the side vents or the chrome-tipped dual
exhausts on both sides of a lower diffuser with a black mesh grille.

Settling in the driver’s seat, | see the instruments with silver faces
and red needles provide clear information, and the SpeedShift but-
tons for the six-speed automatic transmission dominate the steering
wheel. Jim gives the nod, and it’s time to see if this car lives up to its
publicity.

The car leaps off the line, the burble transforming into a throaty
growl, as we accelerate toward the first turn, a sharp right hander. I
flip through the first four gears of the six-speed automatic transmis-
sion using the steering-wheel-mounted shift buttons. The Optimum
Gear Selection mode knows when to shift for maximum acceleration
and has the good sense not to upshift in the middle of a corner.

As we round turn Number one, the stability control and active sus-
pension does its job. keeping us out of the gravel runoff. The Active
Body Control suspension system virtually eliminates body roll in
cornering, acceleration, and braking by electronically controlling the
suspension components. The Sport setting stiffens the ride consider-
ably, effectively reducing body roll by 95 percent, compared to a
vehicle with a conventional suspension.



Base Price: $117,000
Engine: 5.5 liter supercharged V-8
0-60 in 4.5 seconds




